
K-12 students 6 million

K-12 school districts 944

K-12 public schools ~10,000

Estimated total square feet 550 million

Estimated acreage 125,000

Estimated number of classrooms 310,000

        % over 25 years old 75%

        % 50+ years old 30%

        % 70+ years old 10%

Estimated number of portable 
classrooms

75,000+
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Sources of Revenue for
School Construction and Modernization, 1998–2015

$93.7b $68.2b
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School Facilities Matter
Poor quality school facilities negatively impact school 
climate, teacher effectiveness, student achievement 
and health, and overall school quality.

Allen, J.G. et al. 2017. Foundations for Student Success: How School Buildings 
Influence Student Health, Thinking and Performance. Cambridge: Harvard T.H. 
Chan School of Public Health, Harvard Center for Health and the Global 
Environment. https://schools.forhealth.org/

LAUSD findings:
• ES students saw significant achievement 

gains when switching from old facilities 
to new facilities – gains equal to 35 add’l 
school days per year.

• 4 years in a new school increases test 
scores by 10% of a standard deviation in 
math, and 5% in English-language arts.

-Welsh et al. 2012. PACE Policy Brief.
-Lafortune & Schönholzer. 2018. UC Berkeley.


