The State Department of Education designated a baker’s dozen of continuation high schools as 2013 model schools.  

There are 504 continuation high schools in California, serving as many as 115,000 students aged 16 or older who, for a variety of reasons, have not been successful in traditional high schools.  They are different from community day schools that serve students who have been expelled or have other behavioral problems.  

The model schools program is designed to identify the top quality schools and encourage teachers and administrators at other continuation high schools to contact and visit them and apply those practices on their own campuses.

A recent study of California’s continuation schools found a wide range of quality due to poor oversight and accountability by the state.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]To be named a model program, a continuation high school must be accredited by the Western Association of Schools and Colleges and have high quality academic programs, flexible scheduling to meet the needs of students who may have to work, strong guidance and counseling services, use data to improve teaching and learning, and have an evaluation system to measure student success.    
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